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such as the Asvamedha and the worship of Siva were clearly
in vogue in the early period.l It may be inferred that this
was the faith, that had prevailed in Karnataka long since
even before the arrival of the non-Vedic religions on the
scene. Alongside of it, the purely Dravidian forms of
worship like the worship of the cobra, trees and spirits
might have been prevalent in ancient Karnataka. The
worship of Sakti in the form of several female deities with
their toll of animal or human sacrifice must have also been
current in very early times.

Jainism and Buddhism began to spread in the South
under the conditions noted above. One can easily see how
their common gospel of 'ahimsa' came to Karnataka as a
proper corrective, both to the Aryan and Dravidian forms of
sacrifice, involving himsa. The success of both the faiths
might have been due to their vital dynamism as against the
dry formalism in which they found the extant religion and
superstition of the early Kannadiga. Of the two* Jainism,
which came earlier* lasted longer. Buddhism came later,
flashed forth for a time and practically went out of vogue
later.a

1 E. C. VII, sk 176,178 and I. A. XLIt p. 231.
9 It is well-kown that Buddhism prospered in Kanataka
urder the Satavahanas and the early Calukyas, It is, how-
ever, not so well-known that the Buddhist missionaries of
Karnataka and of the South in general went overseas
towards Burma and other eastern countries. They colonised
there and carried on religious propaganda, employing the
Kannada-Telugu script, which was. in vogue in their time.
Reference may be made to the contribution of the Thervada